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of Dhara. There is a fanciful tradition about the Mahanataka or the 'Great play'. Hanuman is supposed to have composed it and, in order to propitiate Valmiki who feared the complete neglect of his own work in the face of this great performance, threw the whole drama, which was inscribed on slabs of stone, into the ocean. Long after this, they were salvaged by the. order of King Bhoja (1005-1054 A.D.) Two different versions of the work have come down to us. The one compile^ by Damodara Misra contains 14 acts and the other by Madhnsudana has 10 acts. The original work may b$ older since some verses of this book seem to hava existed long before the date of compilation; for, Anandavardhana and Rajasekhara cite them. The book, as we have it now, plagiarizes many slokas of Bhavabhuti, Murari. Rajasekhara and Dingnagg. It is a chain of slokas producing the impression of fragments patched up together with very little of prose and no Prakrit in it. The book could not have been meant, for the? stage as the form is not quite dramatic. It.is a Nataka only in name. Some are of opinion that it was meant to be a Chayanataka or Shadow-play.
Ramachandra Sun is a Jain author and a pupil of Hemachandra who lived in the 12th century in the reign of King Kumarapala of Anhilvad. He is said to be the author of a hundred works including many dramas, of which only a few have been discovered. Among his plays, Eaumudimitrananda is a Prakarna in tea acts dealing with the love of the hero Mitrananda, a merchant*s son, for the heroine Kaumudi. The play